
Background
On Friday, July 29th, 1910 the Strathcona 
Discovery Expedition led by British Columbia’s 
Chief Commissioner of Lands, the Hon. Price 
Ellison reached the summit of Crown Mountain. 
The reason for the expedition was to explore 
the surrounding region for the purposes of 
establishing a park. On the advice of Ellison, 
inspired by the experience, legislation was 
enacted in March 1911 legally defining Strathcona 
Park, British Columbia’s first Provincial Park.

In July 2010 the Strathcona Centennial Expedition 
plan to follow in the footsteps of the original 
party and reenact Ellison’s journey to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the creation of Strathcona 
and all of BC’s Provincial Parks.

This is the organizing committee’s plan to prepare 
for and carry out the expedition and related 
events, in co-operation with community and 
business partnerships.

Celebrating One Hundred Years of BC Parks

www.sce2010.ca

1910 Summit party, photo courtesy Museum at Campbell River.

Organizational & Financial Plan

in association with

1910 Strathcona Discovery Expedition underway on Buttle Lake
photo courtesy Museum at Campbell River.
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Strathcona Centennial Expedition 2010 
In 2011 British Columbia will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of its world-
renowned parks system. The story of BC Parks began the preceding year when the 
Commissioner of Lands, the Hon. Price Ellison’s travelled through Strathcona Park 
from Campbell River to Port Alberni, in July 1910, including an ascent of Crown 
Mountain en route. Ellison was so impressed by the experience that he recommended 
to Premier Sir Richard McBride that the area become a park and Strathcona was 
legislated in March 1911. 

To celebrate this landmark anniversary the Strathcona Centennial Expedition will re-
trace the 1910 Strathcona Discovery Expedition between July 17 and August 9, 2010. 

British Columbia’s Lieutenant Governor issued a proclamation in January 2010 
marking the Strathcona Centennial Expedition as the Official re-enactment and 
planning for this event is now well underway.

Goals
• To re-enact as marked by Proclamation of British Columbia’s Lieutenant Governor, 
the 1910 Strathcona Discovery Expedition, retracing Price Ellison’s footsteps through 
British Columbia’s first Provincial Park in July-August 2010 thereby launching 
celebrations for BC Parks’ 100th anniversary in 2011 

• To raise awareness of the amazing natural, historical and recreational opportunities 
of Strathcona Park to British Columbia residents, media and visitors. 

• To establish a legacy fund on behalf of Strathcona Park for enhancing stewardship, 
building and maintaining infrastructure, land acquisition and environmental 
rehabilitation. 

Financial Requirements and Intent
The Strathcona Centennial Expedition will be funded by donations and sponsorship 
agreements. Money is required to plan, organize, develop promotional material and 
carry out the expedition. In addition the organizers hope to produce a documentary 
film about the trip and the history of the park, participate in, and contribute to 
associated community events and to seed a long term Centennial Legacy Fund for 
Strathcona Park.

Executive Summary

www.sce2010.ca
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Overview
The Strathcona Centennial Expedition will follow the route of the original 1910 
Strathcona Discovery Expedition as closely as possible. However in the hundred years 
since Ellison’s journey significant changes have occurred along parts of the route that 
will speed up travel and logistical support.

The expedition can be broken down into seven distinct legs.

Victoria to Campbell River - July 17-20, 2010. This optional first leg would depart 
from Victoria’s Inner Harbour by boat journeying up the Strait of Georgia to Campbell 
River. Calls might be made to the ports of Vancouver, Nanaimo and Comox en route for 
public and media events. 

Campbell River to Upper Campbell Lake - July 21-24, 2010. After a public event in 
Campbell River on July 21 the party leaves Campbell River on foot, hiking the river 
side trails to John Hart Lake where they will take canoes up the Campbell Lake chain 
to the old Elk River Timber Co. trestle bridge.

Ascent of Crown Mountain - July 25-31, 2010. Leaving Upper Campbell Lake on foot 
a smaller party will travel overland through rugged, mountainous country to Crown 
Mountain. An invitation has been extended to Minister of Environment Barry Penner 
to join the expedition party for the ascent on July 29, 2010, one hundred years exactly 
from Ellison’s own climb.

Buttle Lake - August 1-3, 2010. After two celebratory events, at Strathcona Park Lodge 
and Buttle Narrows entrance to Strathcona Park, the expedition continues by canoe 
down Buttle Lake to the south end at the outlet of Price Creek.

Trek from Buttle Lake to Great Central Lake - August 4-6, 2010. Following the route 
of Ellison’s expedition the party heads overland, up the Price Creek valley to Price 
Pass and on to Great Central Lake via Margaret Lake and the famous Della Falls trail.

Great Central Lake to Port Alberni - August 6-7, 2010. Meeting canoes at the head 
of Great Central Lake the expedition will paddle down the lake to meet a welcoming 
party and be escorted to Port Alberni for a community event at the Alberni Valley 
museum.

Port Alberni to Victoria - August 8, 2010. Travel by road to Qualicum Beach to meet 
Via Rail train to Victoria.

Victoria -  August 9, 2010. Expedition party disbands.

Expedition Plan

www.sce2010.ca
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Essential Project Components
The Strathcona Centennial Expedition is an event of province-wide, if not, national 
interest. Marking the creation of a parks system as renowned, respected and loved as 
British Columbia’s Provincial Parks will generate far-reaching attention. The project 
has Government of British Columbia support and participation and to all intents will 
launch celebrations for BC Parks 100, taking place throughout 2011.

Media & Promotions

An event as exciting as SCE 2010 has no trouble gaining media attention and even 
in the early planning stages some significant media exposure has resulted, including 
coverage on CBC Radio, The Province newspaper as well as several community 
newspapers in BC. But in addition to earned media the project has need for a full 
range or promotional materials including documents such as this business plan, a 
complete web site, brochure and sponsorship packages. In keeping with standards 
associated with Government and to contribute to the project’s success, all this material 
must be produced to the highest standards.

Organization & Planning

The organizing group are all keen hikers and mountaineers used to planning 
mountain treks with a minimum of expense to achieve the best possible result. While 
SCE 2010 is no ordinary trip, the same care and attention to detail and financial 
prudence prevails throughout the project planning. Plans are being made for the 
execution of the expedition itself, this includes:

• Locating and securing the services of a suitable vessel to transport the expedition 
party from Victoria to Campbell River.

• Working with BC Parks and Government Ministries regarding Government of 
British Columbia, support, involvement and participation.

• Building a project web site to recruit participants and volunteers, engage media, 
inform potential sponsors and donors and present the project goals and plans.

• Planning logistical needs to carry out the trip which includes, recruiting participants 
and staff (eg: camp cook), developing participant information packages, scheduling, 
organizing transportation and safety requirements.

• Liaising with First Nations, City Mayors and Councils, Regional Government, 
Historical Societies and other community groups, businesses and media to develop a 
series of events in the lead up to, and during the expedition.

• Preparing and delivering public presentations.

www.sce2010.ca
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Sponsorship & Fund-Raising

An event of the scope and size of SCE 2010 will require adequate financial support to 
succeed. In addition to planning the expedition a significant effort is going towards 
creating sponsorship opportunities and packages and soliciting donations large and 
small to raise funds to carry out the trip. It is hoped that many of the sponsorship 
relationships and fund-raising effort will extend well beyond the expedition, 
contributing to the Strathcona Centennial Legacy Fund for many years to come. Tasks 
underway include:

• Building web pages outlining sponsorship packages, opportunities and benefits

• Contacting potential donors and sponsors

• Developing and building sponsorship arrangements and agreements

• Developing the Strathcona Centennial Legacy Fund

• Working with BC Parks to identify projects for the Legacy Fund to contribute to.

Expedition Execution

With all the planning, organization and fund-raising in place eventually the big day 
will arrive and the expedition party will set out to re-enact Price Ellison’s 1910 journey 
from Victoria through Strathcona Park via Campbell River and Port Alberni. To ensure 
a smooth trip and successful associated events

• All volunteers and paid staff undertake tasks on time and budget.

• Expedition party keeps to schedule to reach critical points for events

• Sponsor agreement terms are met

www.sce2010.ca

1910 Summit party, photo courtesy Museum at Campbell River.
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Associated Events & Opportunities
BC Parks 100 will be a province-wide celebration throughout 2011. The Strathcona 
Centennial Expedition will effectively launch the centennial period by re-enacting 
the pivotal event that led to the formation of Strathcona, BC’s first provincial park. 
Beyond the expedition itself there are a variety of opportunities for events, initiatives 
and exposure through supporting and drawing on SCE 2010.

Corporate Sponsorship Opportunities

There will certainly be a significant amount of media interest and exposure 
surrounding the Strathcona Centennial Expedition. During preliminary preparations 
media interest has resulted in coverage on province-wide CBC Radio, The Province 
newspaper and several BC community newspapers. As a launch to BC Parks 100 in 
2011 the SCE 2010 provides and excellent opportunity to leverage exposure for more 
than eighteen months. The planned documentary film will ensure exposure endures 
and widens well beyond the period of the expedition itself.

The expedition organizers have developed a range of sponsorship packages with a 
variety of exposure levels and benefits in exchange for financial contributions. Some of 
the key exposure opportunities include:

•  Logo on expedition canoes and SCE 2010 flag flown on the summit of Crown, at 
events, and in camp

• A position in the guided Government-Party’s ascent of Crown Mountain

• Invitation to the Strathcona Park Lodge party

• Exhibition and speaking opportunities at events

Community Events

SCE 2010 organizers are encouraging British Columbia communities to participate in 
celebrating the historic expedition by hosting events and encouraging community and 
media dialogue surrounding BC Parks and the Centennial Expedition. SCE 2010 is 
ready and willing to work with community groups, local Government, businesses and 
First Nations to develop suitable functions.

The Vancouver Island communities of Campbell River and Port Alberni will have the 
greatest opportunity to maximize the hoopla surrounding the expedition as the they 
have existing historical ties to the original expedition and will host the Centennial 
Expedition party en route. Events are planned in Campbell River and Port Alberni 
when the expedition party is in these towns.

www.sce2010.ca
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There may be opportunities for Victoria, Vancouver, Nanaimo and Comox to 
participate depending on how various logistical and fund raising initiatives play out.

Documentary Film

The history of the Strathcona Discovery Expedition, the formation and first hundred 
years of BC Parks along with the story of the Centennial Expedition is a perfect subject 
for a documentary film. With BC Parks 100 celebrations running throughout 2011 there 
will be firm demand for such a film.

SCE 2010 is inviting interested film-makers to contact them to discuss this exciting 
opportunity. 

Legacy Fund

The one-hundredth anniversary of the park is the perfect time to acknowledge its 
value to British Columbia by caring and investing in Strathcona. The Strathcona 
Centennial Legacy Fund aims to build secure financial sources for enhanced 
stewardship, capital infrastructure projects, land acquisitions and environmental 
rehabilitation for Strathcona Park. Examples of projects the fund aims to contribute 
toward.

• Stewardship - At over 245,807 acres (122,500 hectares) Strathcona is a huge area 
and additional personal, planning and material resources are required for the 
park. Donations to the Strathcona Centennial Legacy Fund go toward enhancing 
stewardship of Strathcona Park.

• Infrastructure - Every year thousands of visitors come from all over British 
Columbia and the world to visit Strathcona Park. Trails, bridges, parking and camping 
facilities all serve these visitors. This important park infrastructure needs regular 
maintenance, repair, replacement and additions every year.

• Acquisitions - It was foresight that led Sir Richard McBride to set aside the land 
for Strathcona Park in 1910. Today we have a much better understanding of the 
park’s ecosystems. At the same time development surrounding the park has vastly 
increased. Some areas yet-to-be included in the park will become important additions 
to Strathcona’s integrity.

• Rehabilitation - Strathcona Park is renowned for its beauty but it also bears many 
scars from industrial use over the past century. Responsible corporate use of the park 
is vital to its integrity, and rehabilitation essential as resource use changes. Significant 
financial reserves are needed for environmental remediation in Strathcona Park.

www.sce2010.ca
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Overview
The Strathcona Centennial Expedition will be funded by private, tax-deductible 
donations, business sponsorship agreements, grants and in-kind donations of 
equipment, leasing, transportation and miscellaneous services and sundries.

As with many projects of this nature volunteers and in-kind support will be the 
foundation of the expedition’s success and the success of the associated events. There 
are nevertheless also hard costs and professional services required that will take 
sufficient cash to pay for. A fund-raising effort is underway to attract donations and 
sponsors for the expedition and for the Strathcona Centennial Legacy Fund that will 
endure long after the expedition is complete.

Target

The Strathcona Centennial Expedition has a fund-raising target of $100,000 CDN to be 
reached by September 1st, 2010.

Recipients

The initial target of $100,000 will be allocated as follows

• Organization, planning, administration, promotion & contingency - $15,000

• Logistics, transportation, accommodation, staff, boat rental, support & food - $20,000

• Filming and production of documentary film, contribution - $15,000

• Seed money to establish the Strathcona Centennial Legacy Fund - $50,000

Surplus

Any funds raised over and above those budgeted for and required for the successful 
execution of the expedition plan will be applied to the Strathcona Centennial Legacy 
Fund. Ongoing administration and employment of the fund will be undertaken by 
the Strathcona Park Public Advisory Committee in conjunction with BC Parks and 
sponsoring organizations, businesses and individuals.

Financial Plan
www.sce2010.ca
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Crown Sponsor
$20,000 and above contribution
• Logo on expedition canoes, SCE flag flown on the summit of 
Crown, at events, and in camp
• A position in the Government-Party’s ascent of Crown Mountain
• Invitation to the Strathcona Park Lodge party
• Speaking opportunities at events
• Framed copy of the Proclamation with acknowledgement plaque
• Acknowledgement on the Expedition web site
• Opportunity to contribute toward a Strathcona Legacy project 

Partnership Packages

The Golden Hinde is Vancouver Island’s 
highest mountain at 7,219 ft and is in the 
heart of Strathcona Park. It’s named for 
Sir Francis Drake’s ship.

Marble Peak overlooks Buttle Lake on 
which Price Ellison’s party canoed as 
they travelled through to Port Alberni 
from Campbell River.

On Crown Mountain the Hon. Price 
Ellison first gazed into the mountainous 
heart of Vancouver Island inspiring the 
creation of Strathcona Park.

Golden Sponsor
$10,000-$19,000 contribution
• Logo on expedition canoes, SCE flag flown on the summit of 
Crown, at events, and in camp
• Speaking opportunities at events
• Framed photo of a Strathcona Park landmark with 
acknowledgement plaque
• Acknowledgement on the Expedition web site
• Opportunity to contribute toward a Strathcona Legacy project

Marble Sponsor
$1,000-$9,000 contribution
• Acknowledgement on the Expedition web site
• A pair of Robert Bateman prints
• Opportunity to contribute toward a Strathcona Legacy project

www.sce2010.ca
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In addition to financial contributions the Strathcona Cetennial Expedition is seeking 
in-kind donations, assistance and support.

Current Requirements
• Web hosting for the SCE web site.
• Production of a documentary film about the expedition and related history.
• Transportation by vessel from Victoria to Campbell River.
• Food for the expedition.
• Accommodation in Victoria, Campbell River and Port Alberni.

Please contact the expedition if you are able to help with any of these items  
by email:  info@sce2010.ca 

In-Kind Assistance and Support

www.sce2010.ca

The 1910 Strathcona Discovery Expedition at the Willows Hotel, Campbell River, photo courtesy Museum at Campbell River.
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Conclusion
www.sce2010.ca

Strathcona Centennial Expedition c/o PO Box 280 Quathiaski Cove, BC V0P 1N0
tel: 250-285-2234 email: info@sce2010.ca

The Strathcona Centennial Expedition is certain to be 
a resounding success. As a launch to province-wide 
celebrations for BC Parks it is a true adventure in the 
spirit of the pioneers whose foresight has provided 
the world with a legacy worth commemorating.

The Strathcona Centennial Expedition creates a focal 
point for BC residents, communities, governments, 
businesses and organizations to join together and 
honour our first Provincial Park.

As Strathcona Park marks its first one hundred years 
British Columbiahas an opportunity to acknowledge 
the past, celebrate the present and prepare for the 
future of our spectacular Provincial parks.

1910 Expedition party leaving Port Alberni for Victoria, photo courtesy Museum at Campbell River.




