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Hard to 
b e l i e v e 
that such 

an incredible 
summer is 
finally over but 
here we are 
once again 

watching the snow line dropping 
ever lower on the Island hills as 
winter approaches. 

We’re getting ready for winter 
here at Wild Isle with this issue 
and with the production of a 
backcountry ski and snowboard 
guide to Vancouver Island, ‘Turns 
and Tours’. While no press date 
has yet been set, there’s still a lot 
of work to do, we’re confident that 
Turns and Tours should hit island 
bookshelves before the winter 
is out. Check in at wildisle.ca 
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Editorial

L
ocal hikers reported 

following mountain 

bike tracks on the 

Forbidden Plateau 

trial in Strathcona Provincial Park 

this fall.

Snowmobiling and mountain 
biking are definitely no-no’s 
in Strathcona Park and most 
provincial parks unless there are 
signs to the contrary, says Andy 
Smith, Strathcona Park’s head 
honcho. “We will enforce and are 
enforcing these rules. We are able 
to lay charges and we will. But 
catching people is very difficult.”

Andy Smith is somewhat flexible 
with mountain bikers who he thinks 
are just ignorant to the rules, but 
with snowmobilers BC Parks has 
less patients. They even tried to 
catch a way ward snowmobiler in 
the park by helicopter without any 
luck, except a one-finger salute.

“We don’t think these guys are 
from local snowmobile clubs,” 
he said. Instead he thinks a few 
individuals are giving them a bad 
name.

BC Parks is relying on the public 
to help catch and fine rule breakers. 

Smith says anyone who sees 
snowmobilers in the park or 

mountain bikers on non-biking 
trails can follow observe, record, 
report procedures by taking notes 
about times and locations, record 
vehicle license plate numbers, or 
descriptions of vehicles and people 
and report all the information to Andy 
Smith at 250-337-2405.

“If people see activities 
consistently going on in one part 
of the park let us know. We will be 
better able to do something about it,’ 
he said. “It is tough for us to deal with 
these incidents without the support 
of the public.”

Roger’s Ridge, a popular snowmobiling 
destination outside of Strathcona Park.

Grayback Unveiled
Ed Seedhouse has posted a 

“beta” online guide to the Wapiti 
Valley climbing area near Zeballos  
available at http://members.shaw.ca/
eseedhouse/wapiti/

Any comments and corrections 
will be appreciated.

for news on this book as work 
progresses.

After the tragic avalanche 
deaths in the BC backcountry 
last winter there are some mixed 
feelings that come along with 
penning a book detailing winter 
backcountry recreation. As it turns 
out however, in itemizing the areas 
to be covered in Turns and Tours it 
became apparent that Vancouver 
Island has a great deal to offer 
the backcountry 
skier in terms of 
destinations suitable 
for all levels of ability 
and commitment in a 
variety of snow and 
weather conditions. 

Keep that in mind 
this winter when 
heading out for a 

tour. Is the destination suitable for 
your party? And with Canadaian 
Avalanche Association funding 
secured for the meantime stay 
informed about snow conditions 
through the CAA web site at 
avalanche.ca

Last but not least get schooled! 
If you haven’t already, take an 
avalanche awareness course and 
stay safe out there!

- Philip Stone

http://www.wildisle.ca
http://www.villageoftahsis.com


4 5www.wildisle.ca

To list your event in HAPPENINGS, send us a fax 
(250) 285-2236 or email at events@wildisle.ca with all the dirt.

Permanent play feature

December
6-7 Scheduled opening day at 
Mount Washington. Celebrate hills 
25th anniversary with $25 lift tickets. 
mountwashington.ca
20 Scheduled opening day Mt. Cain 
island.net/~cain
29-30 Tele-Tune-up at Mt. Washington. 
Wax up the 3-pins and lube up rusty 
knees for the first turns of winter. 
mountwashington.ca

January
7-10 Whistler Big Mountain 
Experience. Events include Canadian 
Freeskiing Championships at Blackcomb all 
weekend, the Randonee Rally, a race up, 
down and across the mountain on Sunday, 
and lots of parties. whistlerblackcomb.com
10 Showtime Challenge at Mount 
Washington. Huge aerial moves off 
monster jump, challenge yourself or enjoy 
the show  mountwashington.ca
17 Heros of Telemark, 3rd annual 
telemark festival at Mt. Cain. Races,  
free lessons, demos, prizes and party. 
island.net/~cain
21 First ever Powerade Tele-cross, and for 
those with their training heels on skier cross at 
Mount Washington. Bring your elbow pads.

February
6-8 Race the banked corners of the Mt. 
Baker Legendary Banked Slalom 
course. 20th year for the classic race, spots 
fill fast mtbaker.us
13-15 Outdoor Adventure Show, 
Vancouver. outdooradventureshow.ca
15 Masters rip up the slopes 
at the Masters Telemark day  
mountwashington.ca
21-22 Winterfest Weekend at Mt. 
Cain, races and games for the whole 
family. island.net/~cain
26-29 BC Winter Games in Port Alberni. 
Everything from Judo and netball to 
more traditional winter sports like skiing, 
skating and ice hockey will be played in 
Nanimo, Port Alberni, Parksville and Mount 
Washington. portalberni2004.com 

March
6-7 Supercross for boarders. Race 
down the course and try not to fall 
mountwashington.ca
13 Cain Cup, a GS race for all styles of 
sliders at Mt. Cain. island.net/~cain
13-14 Rossi Air Tour, take air and try 
demos mountwashington.ca
14 Vancouver Island Loppett Test 
your endurance on the demanding cross 
country ski course mountwashington.ca
27-28 The Big Sutpid Bike Race 
will test the balls, brawn and brains of 
downhill mountain biking freaks on a 
snowy, table top and banked corner 
infested course mountwashington.ca
27-28 Tele-social mountwashington.ca

In a few years Dave could be 
surfing instead of dropping 
the Puntledge Weir, 
Wayne Barston photo.

The dog days of summer on Vancouver 
Island mean tubing Courtenay’s Puntledge River, 
not paddling it. But if the Vancouver Island 
Whitewater Paddling Society has its way a semi-
permanent play boating feature will be built on 
the Puntledge River, creating a low flow park and 
play hangout.

The society has already approached D.F.O., 
First Nations, Land and Water BC, Ministry of 
Water, Land and Air Protection, BC Hydro and 
Coast Guard about adapting the weir at the lower 
Puntledge River fish hatchery to create a hole 
or wave perfect for white water paddlers, says 
Shayne Vollmers, VIWPS pres.

“We have identified a potential location that 
could provide ideal river kayaking conditions most 
days of the year,” he says. “A section of the weir 
would be modified to create a kayaking feature 
and also improve the weir’s efficiency. We are 
in ongoing discussions with hatchery manager 
Chris Beggs about the design of the feature.”

Cement blocks or metal cribbing would replace 
the weir producing a hole or wave. The blocks 
would be hydraulically moveable so fish passage 
could be prevented from August 1 to November 1 
as required by the hatchery, Vollmers says. 

If everything goes according to the VIWPS’s 
plan the feature could be in place by 2005. And 
eventually national and international playboating 
comps could visit the site. 

But first things first. “At this time, VIWPS is 
a small group with a limited network that sees 
great potential for the Puntledge River, so we’re 
seeking financial support or letters of support, 
and community input,” Vollmers says.

To offer support or ideas contact Shayne Vollmers at 
250-390-6866 or by e-mail at svollmers@hotmail.com, or by 
mail at: 6536 Dumont Road, Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 6G7. VIWPS 
is able to issue tax-deductible charitable receipts through 
Sports Canada.

Happenings
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d
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for 2003-2004 event info 
see our ad on page 2 or log on to

mountWashington.ca

for the latest events- www.wildisle.ca

 for Puntledge?

http://www.mountwashington.ca
mailto:events@wildisle.ca
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Less than a year after concluding a successful $500,000 campaign to secure a key 
portion of Nanaimo’s Linley Valley, the Nanaimo Area Land Trust is pondering taking 
on an effort to save Mount Benson from logging.

The property in question is a 523 acre parcel including the summit, as well as the 
north and northeast slopes. Purchased by the current owners — a Cowichan Bay 
couple harbouring long-term development plans — in 1994 for a half million dollars, 
the property was put on the real estate market three years ago with an asking price 
of $1.2 million.

Although interested at the time, NALT executive director Gail Adrienne said the 
Linley Valley campaign pushed that interest to the back burner.

Previously held by a small private logging company, the mountain is a lush 
recreation area, used heavily by a variety of different outdoor enthusiasts, 
particularly hikers.  But the value is more than just recreational. While the logging 
to date — about one quarter of the marketable timber is already gone — is not yet 
visible from below, Adrienne says if fully logged, the barren slopes would be an 
eyesore above the city of Nanaimo.

Adrienne, along with other NALT and Regional District of Nanaimo representatives, 
met with the owners in July, with favourable response, and have since undertaken 
appraisals of both the real estate and timber values. Those figures are expected 

Nanaimo looking to preserve Mount Benson

Send 
Wild Isle your news item, 
press release, event info, 

new product info etc. 
Submit them to Wild Isle: 
wildisle@island.net or by 

fax to 250-285-2236.

 Hey, Adventure Businesses check out Wild Isle’s Industry Survey. 
at  www.wildisle.ca Fill it in, send it back, and you will be entered 

to win one of 11 free advertisements in Wild Isle.

Free ads!
Visit wildisle.ca for details and a 

survey, or call 250-285-2724

P.O. Box 2759, Revelstoke, B.C. V0E 2S0
Tel: 250-837-2435 Fax: 250-837-4624
Voice Bulletins 1-800-667-1105
General Inquiries: canav@avalanche.ca Courses • Avalanche Bulletins • Weather Forecasts

Play Safe
Get Informed

Keep Informed

Rob Dyke’s epic attempt to swim around Vancouver Island 
was cut short in late September after roughly 950 km. Dyke 
endured inclement weather and severe ocean conditions, not 
to mention several times encountering rather testy sea lions, 
for more than two months before a wave struck him broadside, 
separating his shouldering and effectively ending the attempt.

Dyke, 35, left Ogden Point in his hometown of Victoria July 31, 
embarking on a 1,400 km swim around Vancouver Island.

He achieved a measure of fame in 1996 when he became 
the first, and thus far only, person to swim the 52 km distance 
between Tsawwassen and Swartz Bay, completing that swim in 
10 hours and 30 minutes.

As of mid-September he was behind his goal of completing 
the around the Island journey in two months, having covered 

Island swimming circumnavigation cut short

- Mitch Wright

about 800 kilometres by reaching Winter Harbour on Sept. 15, 
but was determined to finish by mid-October. He progressed 
about another 150 km before suffering his shoulder injury.

Prior to ending the attempt, Dyke was swimming 20-30 km a 
day, and gained roughly 30 pounds since starting the journey.

Among Dyke’s crew was his best friend Ian Scanlan, whom 
Dyke aided last year as he attempted to become the first 
Canadian to summit Mt. Everest without supplemental oxygen, 
climbing all but the final 300 metres before being forced to turn 
back.

Dyke, who was swimming to raise awareness of the Red 
Cross and swimming safety issues, has indicated he will 
attempt the circumnavigation swim again.

Coast to Coast

Mt. Benson (& Baker) from Mt. Arrowsmith.

sometime in October, after which NALT will be in a position to 
decide if it is feasible to proceed.

In the meantime, community support is already gathering. 
“At this point, the board’s waiting on the numbers, to see if 
it’s doable, and gauging support from the community,” said 
Adrienne. “Now that they’re realizing it’s threatened, there’s 
huge backlash.”

Anyone interested in NALT or the Mount Benson situation 
is encouraged to contact NALT at 714-1990.

http://www.avalanche.ca
mailto:editor@wildisle.ca
http://www.wildisle.ca/advertising/
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David Piercy does more with one lung than most of us accomplish 
with two. Piercy, at 46, is, by his own exhaustive research, the 
longest living lung cancer survivor, having had his left lung 

removed due to non smoking related lung cancer at age 20.
An avid mountain biker, the Victoria-based technology teacher at Central 

Middle School has been racing cross-country for five years, achieving one 
win. This year, he tackled the renowned 24 Hours of Adrenalin World Solo 
Championships, held Aug. 30-31 at Whistler, B.C., a gruelling test of a rider’s 
physical and mental toughness.

After first experiencing the 24 Hours 
of Adrenalin at Canmore, Alberta in 2000, 
competing in the team of five relay event, Piercy 
decided it was time to step up his game this 
year.

“I thought, before I get any older, I better get 
this done,” said Piercy, who raced to  campaign 
for Cops for Cancer, raising $6,000 on his own 
and helping the Bay, where he works part time, 
contribute another $11,000.

Piercy finished the race ninth of 11 riders in 
the Men’s 45-49 age category, completing 11 
laps. The age division winner completed 18 laps. 
Piercy wasn’t the only Victorian taking part at 
Whistler.

Trevor Wuertle, a 24-year old day trader 
and university student competed against the 
world’s top riders in the Elite category. A former 
amateur racer in Europe, Wuertle completed 16 
laps to finish 21st of 55 riders, compared to the 
eventual world champions 22 laps.

One Lung better than two?
Islander polishes off 24-Hours of Adrenalin with one lung

- Mitch Wright

BC’s backcountry just got a little safer. The 
provincial government promised $125,000 

annually for three years to the Canadian 
Avalanche Association, as a result of a review 

of avalanche safety.
“Education and awareness help prevent 

the tragic loss of life we experienced due 
to avalanches in B.C. last winter,” said Rich 

Coleman, BC’s solicitor general. “Our goal 
for this new funding is better public safety 
through enhanced partnerships between 

government, the private sector and avalanche 
groups.” Coleman made the funding 

announcement on October 20.
The money will help the CAA continue its 

free public avalanche bulletin and education 
programs. Last winter after two avalanches 
claimed 14 lives in BC, the province began a 
review of its avalanche safety program. The 

review was released at the same time as the 
funding announcement.

BC’s funding commitment will only maintain 
the services already offered, and covers 

expected budget shortfalls.

It is the pentathlon for the adventurer. 
A test of burliness, stamina, and liver, 
known as adventure racing. And on 
Vancouver Island these races, that serve 
beer at sign in the night before, are simply 
known as MOMAR, Mind Over Mountain 
Adventure Races.

For the fourth year in a row MOMAR 
racers ran, paddled, peddled, and in 
some cases puked their way through 
demanding race courses and all night 
parties. This year MOMAR expanded 
their series to four communities on the 
Island, and added a beginner course.

“We organized more races and had 
more total racers for our events than any 
other adventure race series in Western 
Canada and the Pacific Northwest,” said 
Bryan Tasaka, MOMAR’s race organizer.

The first adventure race of the season 
took place on the demanding course in 
Duncan. Two hundred and twenty racers 
took part, almost twice as many as last 
year.

Ladysmith was the next venue. Here 

a record 300 racers turned up. Most 
were entered in the full race, but 90 
people took part in MOMAR’s first 
short course adventure race. It was so 
popular Tasaka is planning another one 
next year.

Whether or not Tasaka offers another 
Urban adventure race is in question. 
The planned event in Nanaimo drew so 
little interest it was cancelled.

The final race of the series took 
place around Comox Lake, with 170 
racers hitting the water at the start 
line. Even a Wild Isle team was there. 
Watch for news of their exploints in the 
spring issue.

It was another successful season 
for MOMAR, and next year will 
see all the same races, a bunch of 
Gutbuster Mountain runs, and maybe 
a multi-day, multi-sport race across 
the Island and another MOMAR in 
another Island community. Watch the 
website for more details and dates, 
www.mindovermountain.com

Paddle, Pant, Pedal, 
Drink: MOMAR

CAA gets funding, 
BC gets safer backcountry

Backcountry skiers & snowboarders can access avalanche 

bulletins  this winter as government funding is secured.

http://www.mindovermountain.com
http://www.comoxvalleykayaks.com
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www.jumpcamp.com

Forbidden Plateau
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Spring '04
Feb 28-29
Mar 15-16
Mar 18-19
Mar 27-28
Apr 3-4

At the hills

Whistler/Blackcomb

Mount Washington
Cypress Mountain

Cypress Mountain is in training for the 
Olympics. After Vancouver/Whistler  won 
the 2010 Winter Olympic’s Cypress Mountain 
revised its master plan to accomodate the 
freestyle skiing aerials and moguls and 
snowboarding half pipe and dual slalom 
events. Cypress will add 40 hectares of 
terrain on the east face of Black Mountain, 
where eight new trails will be serviced by 
a quad chair. An aerials sight and mogul 
run will be part of that development. For 
the Olympics a SuperPipe will slide down 
the mountain to the lower slope and will be 
built with the help of improved snowmaking. 
Other improvements include a new day 
lodge, more parking and improvements 
at the cross country facility. It is going 
to be a busy six years for the mountain. 
www.cypressmountain.com

Seymour may be the little guy on Vancouver’s North Shore 
but that hasn’t stopped them from building big. This year the 
terrain park will be bigger and better thanks to a new snowcat 
devoted to the park, and a new location and design for the pro 
park. 

Lighting is getting bigger too. The lighting system has been 
upgraded over the summer for better night skiing. And with new 
boards and boots in the rental shop things will be fast and fun 
night and day. www.mtseymour.com

Mt. Seymour

“The Peak of Vancouver” is making it even faster to get to the 
top. The new Olympic detachable quad Chair will whip skiers up the 
mountain, faster, more reliably and with less waiting. It is part of a 
$4-million investment planned for the mountain. Other improvements 
are in runs and snowmaking. the Olympic Chair is scheduled to run on 
opening day.  www.grousemountain.com

Grouse Mountain

Whistler-Blackcomb dwarfs other hills in so many ways, including 
investment. For 2003/2004 the hill spent $14.5 million in improvements and 
developments. The list is long but the highlights are:

Better early season skiing through increased snowmaking facilities 
and restoration of vegetation, which also helps the alpine environment. 
Trail intersections have been widened at key choke points. Access 
has been improved to Whistler Bowl, allowing the area to be groomed 
periodically. Better kids and beginner skiing with a bigger beginner 
terrain park, regrading of trails and the creation of the Enchanted 
Forest, a kids only zone.

And for the masses that will fl ock to the hill again this year there is 
more parking than ever, including 1350 covered stalls at Creekside.

W h a t ’s  N e w  I n  
Mount Washington Alpine Resort, the third most visited snow 

resort in the province, celebrates its 25th anniversary with 
parties and events all season long. Towering a kilometre and a 
half over the Pacifi c, the mountain is a true snow collector and 
normally has one of the deepest snow bases in North America. 
New stuff for this silver anniversary include an additional winch 
cat, more parking, a Sushi restaurant and the resort is host to 
the Alpine and Nordic events for the 2004 BC Winter Games. 
And this past summer, the lift line was cut for the new Outback 
lift that will allow access to an additional 500 acres, scheduled 
to open in the 2004-2005 season. www,mtwashington.ca

http://www.jumpcamp.com
http://www.mountwashington.ca
http://www.cypressmountain.com
http://www.mtseymour.com
http://www.whistler-blackcomb.com
http://www.grousemountain.com
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W i n t e r  F u n  
At the stores

The Ginsu of Rutschblock

Smearing icing 
on the cake: The Spatula

Freedom of the Hills 7  in bookstores  

Avalanche life jacket

G3’s New silver skins
They are silver, sexy and they work 

(see review page 14). G3’s new glue 
and new look climbing skins have 

steered away from the bright and the 
bland that has ruled climbing skins 
for years. New silver fur makes the 

skins fashionable enough for Whistler but 
functional enough for Waddington. A new 

glue on the underside is an improvement on 
G3’s old glue that had a tough time staying 

sticky in 30 below. Check out G3’s new look at 
www.genuineguidegear.com

Question: How do you carve powder like a water skier? 
Answer: The Volant Spatula.

Volant’s answer to the difficulties of shredding big mountains and 
deep snow is a ski with a reverse camber, reverse sidecut (the centre 

is wider than the tip and tail),  and skiing with a different technique 
– forget carving, smear the edges. Seemed like a strange concept a 

few years ago, and it still is. But for those looking for a ski that can surf 
like no other look no further.   www.volantski.com

Staying on top is the best way to survive an 
avalanche. Get stuck underneath and death 

usually follows in about 15 minutes.  Depressing 
stats, so Dynafit took air bags out of a car and 

stuck them in a backpack, attached a rip cord to a 
high pressure cylinder, and the cylinder to the air 
bags. Voila you have air bags for the backcountry 
in the ABS series of backpacks. In 40 of 41 real life 

detonations the bags saved lives. The packs are 
hard to get in Canada because regulations that are 
making retailers shy away. But they are available, 
at a price. The heavy duty packs retail for about 

$800, but what is a life worth? For getting packs in 
Canada contact Al at safal@compuserve.com, or 

604-922-8045. www.abssystem.com

The ‘climber’s bible’ freedom of the Hills has 
been recently updated and released in its seventh 

incarnation. More than 500,000 copies have already 
been sold in previous editions and Freedom 7  pushes 

the standard of this compendium yet higher.
Over 40 expert mountaineers have had input in this 

edition’s content resulting in new chapters on waterfall 
ice climbing, physical conditioning, access and land 

stewardship, and much more. For more information contact 
the Mountaineers Books www.mountaineersbooks.org

Look for a complete review in a coming issue of Wild Isle 
once we’ve had a chance to digest this monster.

We all know the Ginsu knife can cut through 
anything, and if looks and hype are anything, so 
will G3’s Rutschblock Cord. The plastic covered 

metal cord has regularly spaced copper and 
spring protrusions that will cut through powder 

and ice, says G3. Wild Isle plans to test the 
cord in the brutal lab that is Vancouver Island’s 

snowpack. Look for our review in the spring issue.
The cord has loops for 

easy use and attaches to 
its carrying case so you 

won’t lose it.

Island Turns and Tours
Wild Isle Publication’s planned winter 

touring guide to Vancouver Island is well 
into production. Backcountry addicts can 
expect the book to be released sometime 

this winter. The guide will cover day 
trips, multi day and fly in destinations 
for snowshoers, skiers and boarders. 
The information is being compiled by 

photographer, writer and publisher Philip 
Stone who brought the Island’s mountains 

to book shelves earlier this year in the 
acclaimed tome ‘Island Alpine’. 

Watch www.wildisle.ca/turnsandtours 
for more on info and release dates.

Left; Whiskey Jack, Mt. Becher.
Above: Mark Seeler Haihte Range.

Below: Marble Meadows

http://www.wildisle.ca/turnsandtours
http://www.abssystem.com
http://www.volantski.com
http://www.mountaineersbooks.org
http://www.genuineguidegear.com
http://www.genuineguidegear.com
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ST- Southwest Buttress 
5.10 or 5.9, A1, 350m.
FA John and Mike Waters July 2003
The route starts at the base of the western 

most buttress on the south face (the unclimbed 
buttress in Island Alpine).  It climbs beautiful 
cracks, faces and corners and finishes up the 
impressive huge white scar at the summit ridge.  
The white scar is easily visible from the base of 
the south face.  The start is marked by a small 
rock cairn at the base of a bushy gully.  Scramble 
15m up this gully to the first belay.

P1, 5.8:  Climb two parallel cracks (1m apart) 
for about 10m and then move left towards a ridge 
crest.  Climb up the awesome cracks and chicken 
head face to the belay at a right facing block with 
a small roof.

P2, 5.7:  Climb right past the small blocky roof 
and continue straight up trending slightly left 
near the top.  Belay at the large ledge with yellow 
cedar bushes.

P3, 5.8:  Climb up 10m and then traverse right 
10m past cedar bushes to a beautiful right facing 
corner crack with chicken heads.  Climb the 
corner crack (fist to hand sized) by laybacking or 
jamming to a good belay off a small horn/pinnacle.  
The belay is at the start of a brown basalt sill.

P4, 5.7:  Traverse right along the brown basalt 
sill for 7m and climb the impressive crack above.  
Climb the crack up to the base of the huge white 
scar.  Continue up the scar for 15m to an OK ledge 
and good belay.

P5, 5.7:  Climb up the scar over easy blocky 
ground past several brown sills.  Traverse 8m 
along the upper sill and climb crack to the base 
of the impressive white open book.  Belay at base 
of open book.

P6, 5.10 or 5.9, A1:  Climb the awesome open 
book past small hanging block (at 5 me).  Trend 
left (past the now fixed pin!) at half way to a 
finger crack on the smooth face.  Continue up 
the steep finger crack to the top.  Awesome pitch 
with exposed climbing.  Belay at huge ledge atop 
the cracks.

P7, low 5th:  Continue up the white scar for 20 
m and then swing left into easy gully.  Continue 
scrambling up the easy gully (4th class) to the 
ridge crest and the summit of the west buttress.

Swing west and walk around to the north face 
of the west summit.  Walk along the north glacier 
and climb up the easy rocky ridge to the main 
summit of Tom Taylor.  Easily walk off the summit 
(low 5th) to the east col.

Summer of Ascent
Island exploration continues with a multitude of new alpine routes.

SH- Savage Hummingbird 
 5.10, 140 meters. 
FA John and Mike Waters July  2003 
A four pitch sustained climb up the eastern most 

buttress on the mountain.
P1, about 60m, low 5th :  Start on the right side 

of the eastern most buttress.  The route starts by 
climbing the low 5th class slabs right of the steep 
bushy gully.  Trending left near the top, where the 
gully narrows/steepens and the slabs are blocked 
by a huge roof.

P2, 20m, 5.10:  Belay from small horn with a 
blue rap sling.  Climb cracks and steep ramp 
by stemming for 8 meters to intimidating blocky 
overhang.  Pull through overhang to alcove and 
continue up thin crack and face moves to the top.  
Belay from yellow cedar bush/tree (rap sling).

P3, 20m, 5.9:  Climb over yellow cedar and belay 
at next steep face.  To your left about 15m is the 
first pitch of Indian Summer.  Climb up the easy left 
slanting ramp past some yellow cedar bushes to 
a steep/deep narrow dihedral.  Stem and jam the 
dihedral to a blocky top.  Climb past the blocks over 
a series of small faces to the base of the steep 
obvious off-width and belay at slung boulder.

P4, 15m, 5.9:  Swing right for 5 meters past 
horn and climb steep cracks on first right facing 
corner.   Climb over boulder that guards the top to 
a good ledge and belay.  This is near the top of the 
difficulties of Indian Summer.  We top roped the 
off-width at 5.10b.

Walk 6m left around back of boulder to horn with 
blue sling.  Rappel route. 

ST- Seeing Things 5.7, 50meters.
FA John and Mike Waters July 2003
This route, reminiscent of Squamish’s 

Diedre, climbs a right facing corner on the 
eastern slabs (right side).  A rock cairn marks 
the start of the route.  Climb 10m up easy slab 
to large ledge.  Face climb up shallow corner 
for 7 meters to the start of right facing corner.  
Climb the corner for 35m to a huge intimidating 
roof.  Hand traverse left and mantle to start of 
finger crack.  Climb another 10m up the finger 
crack and chicken head face to a crack belay.   
Continue for another 20 m to easy ground.  The 
route has good gear. Rappel route or walk right 
into gully and climb up and traverse to the east 
col or walk down gully.

John and Mike Waters spent three 
busy days during July at Mount 
Tom Taylor, putting up three new 
routes on the south face. 

The Waters brothers put up new routes 
on the granite south face of Tom Taylor, 
at left. Most of the routes were on the 
most eastern buttress, below.
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Colonel Foster
NW- North West Peak East Face:   
5.8   1000m (IV) 
FA John Waters & Renee Monjo, Aug 4, 2003
One of the easier routes up the east face of Mt. 

Colonel Foster.   Start up the narrow toe of the NW 
buttress between two snow gullies.  Scrambled 
600m (4th to low 5th) up the buttress crest to the left 
side of a large obvious treed ledge.  The 50 m long 
ledge is at an elevation of 1600m and is easily seen 
from foster lake.  Walk to the right end and with a 
few steep moves trend up and then left back to a 
small shallow gully.  Climb gully walls to ridge crest.  
Continue up beautiful ridge crest until the rock 
steepens.  Climb left and back up very textured rock 
to the ridge and to the base of the white pinnacle.   
Climb left under the pinnacle and around the corner; 
traverse the steep slab to a easy comer (5.8, 50m, 
good gear).  Climb easy corner back to ridge crest.  
50m more of scrambling to NW summit.  We used 
the ropes for about the last 100m of climbing.  The 
rock was very solid and clean except near the 
loose NW summit.  The whole route would have 
taken pretty good gear.   

The new North West Peak (NW) route climbs right of Into the 
Mystic on moderate rock. Another new route was put up to 
the South Summit (see P. 11).

Nomash Valley
Dave Lepard and Carla Bortoletto were busy 

adding to existing routes and putting up a new 
one on the Nomash Slab, near Zeballos. 

Wapitit Mainline: two more pitches were 
added to the route, bringing the total to 13. 
The new pitches increase the grade from 
5.10b to 5.11 or 5.10 A0. 

After completing the addition the duo 
continued to the summit above the slab, 
possibly the first people to reach the perch. 
They named the whole formation Dale 
Earnhardt Dome after the late NASCAR 
driver.

Taledega Highbank: The second route on 
the Nomash Slab had two pitches added to 
it as well. Ryan Fisher helped Carla and Dave 
push this route to the summit. Cleaning needs 
to be done but the route will be in the 5.11 
range.

Full Throttle: The newest route on the 
Nomash went up in 2003 at the hands of Dave 
and Carla. It begins as for Taledega but after 
the first pitch veers right. Finishing the last 
three or four pitches remains a project for 
2004.

Mainline Light: Proving to be the most 
popular option. Climb the first 10 pitches of 
Wapiti Mainline. Hardest pitch is 5.8.

A new wall in the same area has seen some 
exploration. Watersports Wall is not as large 
as Nomash Slab but has the possibility for 
multi pitch routes. Two one pitch climbs exist 
on Watersport.

From the camp for the Nomash Slab, on the 
N35 spur just above where N35C branches off, 
walk 800 metres down Nomash 35C logging 
road and cross a bridge. A flagged bushwhack 
climbs from here to the base of the crag. 

The Nomash Slab has 
three routes in various 
stages of development, 
and has plenty of room 
for more lines. Wapitit 
Mainline (WM) is the 
most popular. Taledega 
Highbank (TH) needs 
some cleaning, and Full 
Throttle (FT) has several 
pitches that still need to 
be cleaned. (Route lines are 
only approximates.) 

Dale Earnhardt Dome 
aka. the Nomash Slab

WM

TH

FT

Fosters Logger (II/III)** 5.7 600m
F.A. Gavin Harrison, Scott Kennedy July 2003

 From the south Col approach as for the far left 
hand snow gully.  10m right of the gully is a small 
alcove with a large chalkstone near the bottom.  
belay at the base of the chalkstone.  

Step up and left onto the arete.  Climb up for 5 
- 10m (5.7) then move right into a shallow corner 
above the chalkstone continuing up easier 
ground to a semi-hanging stance in a alcove 
(40m).  

From the belay step left around the corner 
into an open book corner.  follow the corner for 
40m of stellar climbing.  

Small edges for feet with a splitter finger/
hand crack taking lots of gear and providing 
great moves (5.8+).  at the top of the corner belay 
at left sitting on top of the pillar.  From the belay 
move up and right, continuing up the corner for 
20m to a small col.  Belay there or run it out over 
easier ground where you meet up with the ridge.  
continue up scree gully’s to the south Summit.

Watch for more on Fosters Logger in the 
spring issue of Wild Isle.
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I picked up a copy of Jack 
Kerouac’s Dharma Bums 
the other day, revisiting the 

influential journeying novel of my 
youth.  Jack (aka Ray Smith) recounts 
the mystical and hedonistic exploits of his 
and his buddies Japhy Ryder et al in their 
search for the Dharma, or True Meaning.  Being 
religious wanderers, it was only fitting that 
part of their search entailed journeys into the 
mountains, climbing the rocky slopes, jabbering 
on about the teachings of Buddha and Christ, 
and marveling at their own merits as regular old’ 
Bodhisattvas, or Enlightened Ones.

While the mix of spiritual search and carnal 

indulgence is at times absurd, rereading this 
Beat generation classic inspired me to do what 
I have not had the chance to do in the years 
I have lived in the Comox Valley – to venture 
into the mountains that form the cradle of this 
inspired setting I call home.

I was ready for an expedition that would 
take me off the beaten path, but would 
be manageable for someone with little 
mountaineering experience.  From looking at the 
trail guide, my original plan was to take Jack’s 
Augerpoint Trail from Buttle Lake in Strathcona 
Park, cross the Beaufort mountain range with 
a climb up Mt. Albert Edward, and emerge 
from Paradise Meadows at the base of Mount 
Washington.  It seemed simple enough on paper, 
but after talking to the guy who was selling me 
my hiking boots, I had a notion that this kind 

of venture would take a little more planning.  
Seeing as how I would be leaving the next day, 
I settled for a shorter version of the trip, starting 
on the same trail, but going only as far as 
Augerpoint Mountain, with a hike up Augerpoint 
and a return along the same route.

I got my gear together and headed into 
Courtenay to pick up some food around midday.  
It was a mad, hot summer day.  The grocery 
store and parking lot were full of vacationers 
stocking up their coolers and campers.  The 
rush of people trying to escape the heat and 
the asphalt.  In the cool of the air conditioned 

store I was deciding what I would need to eat 
on my trip.  I was planning for a few days in the 
mountains, but wasn’t sure exactly how long 
I would be.  I was shopping for light weight, 
variety, and abundance, but without much 
forethought or meal plan.  It was a bit of a 
crapshoot, and I was curious to see how long 
the food would last.

I was happy to finally get out of town and be 
heading for the hills.  Seen from the highway, the 
snow-capped mountains were beckoning me to 
adventure.  One last stop in Campbell River for a 
map and a compass and I was on my way.

I got to the trail head at about 6:00 pm..  Eager 
to reach the first campsite before sundown, 
I quickly packed the food in my backpack 
and started up Jack’s trail.  The trail was 
steep, climbing from mature forest and lush 

undergrowth to sparse scrub and rocky terrain as 
it ascended.  The setting sun was pounding on me 
with the hot rays of mid-summer, and before long 
I was exhausted and drenched in sweat.  I was 
panting heavily and needed to stop every ten steps 
or so for a rest.  My spiritual quest quickly turned 
into a quest for endurance as I wondered how I 
would keep going up the slope for the next two or 
three hours.  

The trek seemed endless, but as I quickly gained 
altitude, the sun hovered on its course and I realized I 
didn’t have to worry about losing the race against the 
light.  I plodded on, and after a couple of hours hiking 

I noticed damp spots on the earth and the 
growth of grasses and mosses.  I knew I was 
nearing a source of water and the campsite 
that was my destination for the night.

Cresting the final rise and seeing the little 
pond nestled in a hollow was a great relief.  
I was feeling sick and dehydrated with the 
exertion of the climb, but happy to breath 
in the beauty of the micro habitat in which 
I would be spending the night.  The pond 
was a sweet, shallow refuge, teeming with 
salamanders and scattered with lily-pads.  I 
decieded to camp here and cooked some rice, 
and settled down to watch the dusk descend.  
As the sun set I was welcomed by a cloud of 
mosquitoes.  For them, I thought, it must be 
a time of celebration as the gods have sent 
them a limitless feast.

Dharma

When searching for ‘True Meaning’ on Vancouver Island, the meadows near Augerpoint Mountain are a good place to look.

With Jack Karouac in his mind, food and shelter on his back and 
mountains all around, Ben Kotler left town,

On the trail of the
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The next day started early.  The trail was steep, 
once again, but I was more prepared now with my 
muscles warmed up, my pack rebalanced, and 
my spirit rejuvenated with some sleep.  I reached 
the plateau as the sun was rising over the distant 
peak and I was struck by the incredible beauty of 
this alpine environment.  Vast views over Buttle 
Lake, clear ponds fed by the melting snowpack, 
the sound of mountain streams flowing down the 
folds in the rock, and the sun shining down taking 
the chill off the early morning air.  My whole body 
shuddered with relaxation as I experienced 
the peace and majesty of these 
surroundings.

I had a swim to wash off my 
sweat, brewed some coffee, and 
relaxed in the warming sun.  I had 
some hiking to do before I would 
set up camp for the day, but this 
was a moment that couldn’t be 
wasted.  It’s quite amazing that in 
this day and age a man can hike 
for a few hours and be miles away 
from the sights and sounds of 
humanity.  Save for the odd prop 
plane or jet that flew overhead, I 
had only the pulse of nature to fill and rejuvenate 
me.

The sun insisted on making its journey across 
the sky and I knew I would have to interrupt my 
relaxed state to hit the trail again, heading for 
Augerpoint Mountain.  This time, the trail was 
more forgiving, crossing streams, climbing up 
snowpacks and over fallen trees, and hiking 
through alpine meadows and rockscapes 
pocketed with glacial ponds.  There was little 
sign of animal life save for the odd call of a bird 
and the tracks on the trail, which could have 
been deer.  The route was marked mostly by 
cairns of rocks piled on top of each other.  Though 
sometimes I would lose track of the markers, the 
direction of travel became pretty obvious when I 
would look at the topographic map.

I was in no rush to get where I was going, and 
was more interested in how my progress would 
match the distances on the map.  From looking 
at the trail guide, I knew where I would camp 
next.  It turned out to be a lovely, picturesque 
spot, a sheltered dip in the land, nestled between 
two hills, with Augerpoint Mountain looming in 
the back and the Golden Hinde, due west, in 
the distance.  I set up my tent beside a crystal 
clear waterfall, overlooking a pond, with the 
Golden Hinde directly behind.  It was the perfect 
setting, but I couldn’t quite relax as I would look at 
Augerpoint and wonder what kind of a challenge 
it would pose.

The sun was hot, and up there in the mountains 
with the low horizon it would set late.  I lay in my 
tent trying to sleep, waiting for darkness and 
the cool mountain night to come.  The gentle 
waterfall was sounding more like a roar now, 
and sleep, when it came, was restless.  I woke 
up through the night and stepped out of the tent.  
Though weary and lacking sleep, I looked up 
and I was aware of what a blessing it was to be 

where I was.  A full canvas of stars was stretched 
out above me, the Milky Way like a brush stroke 
swathed down the middle, an eyelash moon 
hovering over the silhouette of the mountain 
top, with the outline of the full moon visible in the 
background.   I was excited about the next day’s 
climb, and would awake at first light to begin the 
ascent.

The morning was fresh and cool.  I quickly got 
dressed and was surprised at how cold my toes 
and fingers were.  It was a clear day and I knew it 
would be hot before long.  I brewed some coffee, 

prepared a fanny pack with trail 
mix, map, compass, water, first aid 
kit, and some beef jerky, cleaned up 
camp and was off.

It was nice to be hiking now 
without my big pack, and I found 
it easy to make good time.  I had 
a couple of hills to climb before 
getting to the mountain and each 
climb would expose more distant 
views of the Coast Range.  The 
deeper I penetrated into the heart 
of the mountains, the more alive I 
felt inside, and the reason for my 

trek became clearer.  The search for the Dharma 
is a lifelong pursuit, and in the end the journey is as 
important as the goal.  Along the way, we discover 
truths about life and about ourselves that help us 
to grow and become more balanced human and 
spiritual beings.  My journey into the mountains 
allowed me to get in touch with the core of myself 
that had become veiled as a result of the normal 
struggles of living, and I was grateful to have this 
opportunity and this resource to access.

When I reached the base of Augerpoint, the 
mountain looked less formidable than it had from 
a distance.  I was ready to give it a try, and as I 
started up I realized that the climb would be easier 
than I had thought.  Before long I was at the peak, 
sitting and contemplating on the peaceful silence 
of the expanse all around me.  By now I had 
become familiar with some of the main peaks in 
the park and I could identify them from this perch 
and wonder about which one I would tackle for my 
next adventure.  I drank some mountain water I 
had collected in my bottle, ate some beef jerky, and 
as the clouds started to roll in I began my descent.

Going down the mountain was a happy spree.  
Whereas before I was tentative about climbing 
over snowpacks and up the scree, or loose rock, 
now I was jumping from rock to rock , sliding down 
the scree, and skiing over the snowpacks.  I had 
reached my goal and this was a celebration of 
freedom.  Before long I was back at my camp, 
had packed up my gear, and was ready to head 
home.  My pack was lighter now, and the trail was 
downhill.  One more stop for a night at the plateau 
and then back down to life in the valley.

The mountain pilgrimage has always played 
a significant part in spiritual journeys.  Through 
the course of history certain mountains have 
been designated as holy in different spiritual 
and religious paths.  Whether one is climbing a 
mountain to get closer to God or merely to get far 
away from the creations of humans is a mystery 
lodged in each individual soul.  Whatever the 
reason, it’s nice to know we live in one of the 
most beautiful places on this earth, where a trip to 
experience the serenity of the mountains is literally 
at our back door.

Ben Kotler is a Registered 
Clinical Counsellor with a practice 
in Courtenay, BC.  He also runs 
adventure programs for boys on 
Hornby Island.  Ben can be contacted 
through email at b-kotler@telus.net.

The author discovers the truth about climbing Augerpoint Mountain is easier than 
the anticipation. The author’s self portrait on the summit, below.

The search for 
the Dharma is a 
lifelong pursuit, 
and in the end 
the journey is 

as important as 
the goal.  

Text and photos by Ben Kotler.
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It has everything a tent has, except poles, the weight and a floor. 
Somewhere between a four-season tent and a giant blue tarp is the 

Trekker Tarp from MSR. By itself the tarp looks like any other lightweight 
tarp, except it has two zippers that run down one side.

Using two ski/hiking poles, sticks or paddles for uprights, and guylines 
staked out for support, the tarp can be pitched into an A-frame shape. With 
two more poles, and unzipping the side zips, a covered sun deck can be 
created. It even has a separate bug mesh and nylon floor insert for added 
comfort in buggy or wet conditions.

The set up makes for a lightweight covered living space for meals or 
sleeping on all kinds of trips. Wild Isle used it ski touring and backpacking.

On a hot spring ski tour the awning option was the perfect place to 
escape the mid-day sun. And the insert floor made for a dry sleep. The 2.7 
pound shelter is light enough for solo trips, but the sleeping area is roomy. 
MSR says there is room for three. We found it comfortably roomy for two 
with gear. 

Our only concern with the tarp was its stability under weight and wind. 
While it withstood a stormy evening on Big Tree Ridge, a heavy rain or, 
especially, snow would have worried us. That said the Trekker Tarp does 
take practice setting up. For rookies it may take 15 minutes to get a decent 
setup. And with practice and good site selection the tarp could probably 
handle most inclement weather on the Island.

It can be snugged right down to the ground to prevent drafts, and can be 
pitched without guylines for glacier and alpine camping. It is also a friendly 
shelter for hot nights, when it can be pitched to ventilate under the tarp.

MSR’s Trekker Tarp proved to be a versatile shelter that will always have 
a place in our arsenal of camping abodes, especially for light and fast trips, 
as an emergency shelter, or even as a kitchen or group shelter on longer 
excursions. www.msrcorp.com

A solid tent alternative

G3’s new Skins
G3, Genuine Guide Gear, has 

somehow glamorized climbing 
skins, and they don’t just look 
good. 

 In 2001 G3 came out with their 
custom tip and tail attachment 
system, which ratchets the skins 
tight. This system worked well 
except if the skin was ratcheted 
too tight the sides would lift up, 
compromising the glue.  Although 
Wild Isle found the glue to perform 
well in Island temperatures, G3 
had a number of complaints about 
cold weather endurance.

To address both complaints G3 

developed a new glue. The new 
system is supposed to work in 
temperatures that no one wants 
to ski in. Time and Arctic high 
pressure will tell.

As for climbing performance the 
fur grabbed even icy skin tracks 
with snow-cat like performance, 
and glided up hill with little friction. 
The ratchet system ensures little 
drag at the tip and tail.

What has really made the new 
G3 system desirable is the colour.  
Silver looks good on everyone.-RS

Watch  next issue for a review 
of G3’s Rutschblock Cord, reputed 
to cut through ice!

MSR’s 
Trekker 
Tarp in 
ac t ion 
in the 
I s l and 
alpine.
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